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OF  THE 


®f&cer  of 


TO  THE 


BEKMPTOJ^  <&!  WRFTOJ^ 

DISTRICT  OOLIRIOIF, 

IPOR/  THE  TE^H  1S94. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  annually  to  present  you  witli  a Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District,  with  an  account  of  the  work 
done  during  the  year.  This  is  the  first  time  since  the  alteration  in 
the  boundary  of  the  District  that  it  has  been  possible  to  make  a 
profitable  comparison  of  the  figures  with  those  of  the 
preceding  year;  and,  speaking  gmierally,  such  comparison  is,  on  the 
whole,  highly  favourable.  The  death-rate  is  lower,  and  the  general 
health  of  the  people  has  been  better. 

The  District,  the  area  of  which  is  9,852  acres,  has  an 
estimated  population  of  2,532.  There  are  499  inhabited  houses, 
having  an  average  of  five  persons  per  house. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  09  births — 39  boys 
and  30  girls.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  27‘2  per  thousand,  as  com- 
pared with  31*5  in  1893. 

In  the  same  period  31  deaths — 10  males  and  21  females — 
were  registered,  giving  an  annual  death-rate  of  12‘2  per  thousand, 
as  compared  with  15’0  in  the  preceding  year.  The  death-rate  in 
England  and  Wales  was  16-6,  and  in  the  Borough  of  Chesterfield 
15-6. 
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The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows*. — 


Z\ mofcic  diseases  ...  ...  ...  4 

Constitutional  diseases...  ...  ...  7 

Local  diseases  : — 

Respiratory...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Circulatory  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nervous  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Urinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Developmental  diseases  ...  ...  6 

Child-birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Injury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


A more  detailed  classification  is  given  in  a table  appended 
to  this  report.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis,  and  four  to 
Cancer.  The  death  set  down  to  Measles  I have  reason  to  believe 
w^as  really  due  to  Scarlatina.  A noticeable  feature  is  that  ooly  one 
death  was  caused  by  Respiratory  disease,  while  in  the  preceding 
year  no  fewer  than  13  deaths  were  classed  under  this  head.  Three 
cases  of  Dijditheria  and  Diphtheritic  Croup  occurred.  All  were  of 
a severe  type,  and  ended  fatally.  The  first  case  was  at  Cutthorpe. 
The  insanitary  condition  of  the  cellar,  due  to  a foul  drain  under  the 
floor,  was  the  probable  cause.  The  other  two  cases  occurred  at 
Loads,  but,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  they  had  no  connection 
with  each  other  in  any  way.  In  the  first  case  the  farm  buildings 
were  in  an  exceptionally  clean  condition  ; the  drains  were  in  good 
order,  and  the  drinking  water  was  found  to  be  free  from  iinpurif ies. 
With  the  exception  of  a swill-tub,  which  was  placed  much  too  near 
the  house  door,  no  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  outbreak.  In  the 
last  case  there  were  several  sanitary  defects.  Some  of  these  have 
been  attended  to,  and  the  others  will  shortly  be  set  right. 

This  record  of  Diphtheria  is  the  most  unsatisfactory  feature 
in  my  report,  as  the  presence  of  this  disease  is  usually  taken  to 
indicate  bad  sanitary  conditions.  I have  frequently  spoken  of  the 
foul  condition  in  which  many  farmyards  and  buildings  are  kept. 
Besides  the  effect  on  the  public  generally,  farmers  should  see  that 
it  is  to  their  own  interest,  from  a health  point  of  view,  to  prevent 
large  accumulations  of  manure  near  their  dwellings,  and  to  see  that 
their  cattle,  including  pigs,  are  lioused  in  a clean  and  wholesome 
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manner.  I may  mention  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  new 
means  of  treatment  at  our  disposal  will  render  Diphtheria  a much 
less  fatal  disease  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  There  has  been  a case 
at  Walton  in  the  present  year  in  which  the  Antitoxin  treatment 
was  used  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

In  my  previous  reports  I have  lamented  the  high  rate  of 
Infantile  mortality,  but  this  year  the  figures  in  this  respect  are 
much  more  satisfactory.  Only  nine  deaths  occurred  in  children 
under  one  year,  giving  a rate  of  130  for  every  1,000  births,  as  com- 
pared with  200  last  year. 

Infantile 

mortality  per  Zymotic 

Year.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  1000  births.  I'eath-rate. 

1893  31-5  15*0  200  IT 

1894  27-2  12'2  130  1-5 


Near  the  end  of  1893  you  adopted  the  Notification  of  Infec- 
tious Diseases  Act,  and  it  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  February. 
From  that  date  to  the  end  of  the  year  18  cases  of  Infectious  disease 
were  reported.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheritic  Croup  ...  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  each  case  I have  made  personal  visits.  Disinfectants 
have  been  supplied  where  necessary,  and  instructions  have  been 
given  as  to  the  best  means  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 
The  result  of  these  measures  has  been  that  in  no  case  has  the  infec- 
tious disease  extended  outside  the  house  in  which  it  originally 
started.  The  object  of  the  Notification  Act  is  to  enable  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  obtain  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  infectious  diseases 
as  soon  as  they  occur,  in  order  that  steps  may  at  once  be  taken  to 
prevent  a general  outbreak,  and  so  far  as  one  year’s  experience  goes, 
the  result  has  been  satisfactory. 


The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at  Old  Brampton,  and 
was  caused  by  drinking  impure  water  from  a well  usually  only  used 
for  washing  purposes.  A privy  is  placed  near  to  this  well,  and  the 
impurity  doubtless  results  from  soakage  from  it.  The  attention  of 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  been  called  to  this,  and  the  privy 
will  shortly  be  removed  to  a more  suitable  place. 
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I liavc  visited  the  sevage  works  at  Holymoor.side  and 
Cuttliorpe.  More  burnt  clay  lias  been  placed  in  the  filtering  beds 
at  Holymoorside,  but  the  improvement  effected  by  this  is  very 
slight.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  advises  the 
construction  of  a precipitating  tank,  and  something  of  this  nature 
will  have  to  be  done  before  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  I have  ]'repared  two  special  reports — one 
on  the  water  supply  of  the  district,  and  the  other  on  the  Tnfectious 
Hospital  question.  The  condition  of  the  water  supply  at  Walton  is 
much  the  same  as  when  I last  reported.  Some  of  the  wells  at 
Cuttliorpe  are  in  a foul  condition,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  have 
them  put  right. 

As  you  are  aware  there  is  a scheme  for  the  construction  of 
Isolation  Hospitals  throughout  the  County,  and  in  it  is  proposed 
that  this  District  should  join  with  Chesterfield,  Newbold,  and 
Wliittington  for  this  purpose.  In  what  is  practically  a rural  district 
the  need  for  such  an  Institution  is,  of  course,  not  so  great  as  in  parts 
where  the  population  is  more  dense.  Under  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Act  however,  I believe  we  can  be  compelled  to  join  in  such  a 
scheme,  or  we  must  shovv^  we  have  provided  accommodation  of  our 
own.  My  own  opinion  is  that  a small  Hospital  which  could  be  shut 
up  when  not  required  would  be  a more  economical  plan,  but  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  not  recognise  a place  of  this  simple 
description.  Under  these  circumstances  the  best  way  will  be  to 
join  with  our  neighbours  as  suggested  in  the  County  Council 
scheme. 

The  general  condition  of  the  District,  from  a sanitary  point 
of  view,  is  fairly  good,  and  the  year  has  been  a very  healthy  one. 
There  has  been  very  little  general  sickness,  and  no  epidemic.  Tnis 
favourable  condition  of  things  continues  at  the  present  mommit. 
As  far  as  I know  there  is  not  a single  case  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  district. 

Appended  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances.  As  in  former  years  a large  number  of  defects  have 
been  remedied  without  formal  notice. 

I am. 

Gentlemen. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  GOODPELLOW. 


FebrUxVry,  1895. 


o:f 

During  the  year  1894,  in  the  BEAMPTON  and  WALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF 

INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  IN  TSE  INSPECTOR  OF 


NUISANCES’  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1S!)4  IN  THE 


DEliBYSHIRE  PORTION  OF  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OF  BRAMPTON  AND  WALTON. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools 
Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects  . . 
Overcrowding 
Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging-house  (none  in  district) 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  (A.ct  not  carried 
Cow  Sheds  (Act  not  carried  out) 
Bakehouses  (none  in  district) 
*Slaughterhouses  . . 

Canal  Boats  (none  in  district) 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water-Closets 
House  Drainage  : — 

Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection  ... 

Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . 

Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances  .. 

Other  Nuisances 
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Totals..  ..  ..  ..  11  64  55 


* Complete  record  of  informal  notices  or  visits  to  Slaughter-houses  not  kept. 


Precautions  against  InfeHious  Disease  : — 

Lots  of  Infedled  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  DisinfeHed  after  Infedtious  Disease 
Schools  ,,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infedfious  Disease 
Convidtions  ,,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infedted  Persons  or  Things 
Convidtions  ,,  ,, 
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